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hen Apfna Michelle Merrills was o on
Jung 13, B0, her parents were mer with
Bogh i jov of birth and the devastarion of
bging tedd thar their precious licde @il had
Do h}'m‘hf.u:m:. Michelle Pfeiffer, Annas
mom, said that she and Annas dad. Andrew
Merrills, knew nothing abour Diown syn-
drome, and had 1o :'|l.|i¢.'k.|_g.' learn whae this
diagnosis meant for their baby gir.

E:lghl:n_'::rl maomths later, Anna and her
parents again had to deal with a serious diag-
nosis, as Annas doctons determined thar she
also had leukemia. Pfeiffer, who was pregmant
again ar the rime, said thar the year and a half
of chemotherapy was stresstul. but was alsa a
time aof learning for the family.

*l really wanted o do something for
other children with Down syndrome or
Dlowen syndrome and lenleermia,” said Pleiffer.
"A child with Dewn syndrome who develops
lculeemia has a |'|i;::|||.'r survival rate and their
chemotherapy is less intense, [ wanoed o do
somcthing that could |'|v::||_.1 Fl*"LIJL' ot how o
translare that to other children.”

Pleiffer said char she ook her idea o
Annas docror, D Philip Rosoff, chief of
|.'l¢.'|.‘|i.’|f:i.|.' h::l.l:l..'ltl.~|-.lg} -l.*-l'l-;.-.-|:li_"} ar Duke
University Medical Center, who helped get
Duke involved in the offors, which, in
20004, culminated in the creation of the
Annas Angels Foundarion.

The foundations mission s 1o provide
funding to promote rescarch for Down syn-
drome and leukemia, and s vision 5 @
help children with Down syndrome o
reach theie full ].'ll.'-rl:l'llli.'ll.

In order to mise money for research
grants, the foundation is involved in 2 num-
ber af |-L|||-:11;|i:1ir|g activities th r-:'-l.1|_;||;-ul the
vear, the largest of which is its annual gala,

This years event will be held an }-".]1ri|
2 at Prestomwood Country Club’s  new
gr:lll-:| ballroom. Plreiffer said thar Annas
Angels s excired o be one of the fimst
-\.-I:L_:.’IJ:IJ.{EI[JIII'I?- to lold an event in this beau-
tiful new room,

The gala is black-tie aprional, and will
feature a silent auction with irems from
CVLTY CAlCgOry — SpOrts, spas, Feshiunines,
Lrips leisare and Pleiffer said thar the
foundarion is still gerring donations, Anna's
.-'-".llgyh hopes to mise $50,000 with this
years event — an increase from che 317,004
raised at the foundation’s Fims l_':||.| i 2004,
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ar in Wake County,
over 2 500 homeless youth
nun the risk of sleeping here,

are 5o anc daughters,
mﬂﬁmd sisters,
nephews and nieces.,

Some are as as 10,
All of thern n};egudr;-%ur heedip.

T donate time, maoney or supplies,
wisit W havenhousenc
- orcall us at 919.833.3312,

- Your efforts chanage lves,
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